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Climate change is a challenging topic. It involves myriad variables which display a high degree of uncertainty. It can be controversial and charged with confusing misconceptions. It has also become political and ideological for many of our audiences. This electronic workshop, consisting of five 90-minute web-based seminars, is designed to provide a basic foundation for beginning to communicate about changing climate and its implications on our public lands. It will draw upon NASA’s extensive climate research to help address common misconceptions. It will address specific resources for communicating controversial subjects and demonstrate interpretive/educational products and techniques from the NASA-NPS-USFWS Earth to Sky (ETS) partnership that have become best practices (including exhibits, pod-casts, Jr. Ranger programs and publications). Abundant educational and scientific resources will be provided for participants to create their own preliminary action plans for communicating climate change at their site.

Webinar Dates and Topics
· Feb 28, 2011 (2-3:30 pm, EST): Introduction to Earth to Sky (ETS) and Evidence of Climate Change

· Mar 4, 2011(2-3:30 pm, EST):  The Story of the Carbon Cycle

· Mar 7, 2011 (2-3:30 pm, EST):  Engaging the Audience: Why it Matters, Techniques to Try

· Mar 9, 2011 (2-3:30 pm, EST):  Communicating about Climate: Examples from the Field

· Mar 23, 2011 (2-3:30 pm, EST):  Participant Presentations: Action Plans for Communicating CC

Workshop Objectives
Upon completion of the webinar series, participants will be able to:

· Identify the key components of Earth’s energy budget;

· Explain the carbon cycle as it relates to Climate Change; 

· Describe natural and human contributions to global warming;

· List at least three credible sources for content and visual aids for use in climate change interpretive/education product and program development;

· Utilize at least one of the climate change resources provided in the course to develop interpretive or educational programs and activities;

· Describe at least one example of communicating climate change from the NASA-USFWS-NPS partnership;

· Exchange ideas with the growing community of interpreters and educators who are developing products about climate change;

· Use the Earth to Sky Community website and its “Workspace”;

· Refine a preliminary plan for presenting climate science and resources in their own professional work.

Time Commitment: 16 hours
· 8 hours for participating in webinars and completing evaluations 
· 8 hours for pre-session reading and assignments 
Participant’s Requirements:
· To use a computer with internet access, together with a phone, to attend each session.

· To participate in pre-course and post-course evaluation efforts. 
· To participate in all five webinar sessions. 
· To complete several preparatory assignments and activities. 
· To write and post on-line, a preliminary action plan that incorporates information/resources learned during the webinars. 
· Upon final development of interpretive/educational product/program, to post a final description on-line, using a “PowerPoint slide” template provided. 

Who should attend: Experienced interpretive staff and education specialists in federal, state, and local government agencies, agency stakeholders and partners, and NGOs. Experience in interpretation and/or environmental education is required; experience or knowledge of climate science is not a prerequisite.

Cost:   There is no tuition fee for this webinar series.  A computer with speakers, together with telephone, and access to the internet are all that’s needed to participate. (Fees may apply for those using telephones to access audio.)

Registration:

Employees of the Department of Interior:

1) Register in DOI Learn: http://www.doi.gov/doilearn/index.cfm
Course Code: FWS-OUT8041
(DOI employees only, use advance search in DOI Learn – for course code or Search on “Communicating Climate Change” or on “ETSe”) and
2)  Register at “gotowebinar.com” for the webinar series at: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/538619977
All Other Registrants:

1) Register only at “gotowebinar.com” for the webinar series at:
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/538619977
Once registered, “gotowebinar” will automatically provide email reminders for each event.

Registration Deadline: February 22nd, 2011
